
 

DAY 15 
PLANNED IN ADVANCE 

What were you made for? What do you dream about? What makes you feel alive? Have 
you found that thing yet? Or have you lost hope that it’s really there? 
 
Let me tell you a story. 

From the beginning of time, God has had a plan—a great epic adventure, a love story that 
started with Adam and Eve, was re-birthed when Jesus hit the scene, and now is being played 
out every single day with you and me. 
 
You are a part of that epic story. That dream you’re looking for is already waiting for you. You 
have a great role to play in God’s kingdom. You were sent for such a time as this, to shine in 
this moment for the glory of the One who sent you. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 says that before the beginning of time, God made each of us as a 
masterpiece and prepared good works for us to walk in! 
 
And the best part is that it’s not based on merit. It’s not something you have to earn! Jesus 
offers us His own perfection! All He asks is that we have a relationship with Him. God has 
already done all the heavy lifting and planning, and all we have to do is walk with Him along 
the path He has laid out! 
 
Seeking to become more like Jesus will lead you to the good works God has planned for you. 
And not only does He lead you to those wonderful life-giving opportunities, but He empowers 
you by His Spirit to accomplish them. 
 
God knows exactly where you are right now as you read this. He sees you today. He loves 
you so much and has such a great plan for your life. Nothing is a surprise to the Lord. Ask 
Him what He has for you this day! 
Isaiah 30:21; Psalm 139:14-18 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• What things am I naturally good at and enjoy? How could those gifts be used as good 

works to glorify the Lord? 
 
• What is one step I can take to trust Jesus’ plan for my life? 

 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
Lord, thank You for relationship with You and for my life that You have created. I trust You 
with the big plan for my life and even for this day. Thank You for walking with me through 
every step. Instruct my heart on how I can use the gifts inside of me to glorify You. Thank You 
for the good works You have already prepared for me to do. Grant me the courage, joy, 
strength, and peace to walk them out. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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DAY 16 
PURPOSE FOR ALL CREATION 

Each of us has been uniquely crafted by God with gifts to be used to bless the Church and 
other people. That’s right! God wants to use each of us to advance His kingdom. God’s 
purpose for you is to bring Him glory. 
 
Jesus stated that even He didn’t come for His own purposes, but for the Father’s. When Christ 
came to this earth, He came to reconcile people to God and give them a new story. This is 
God’s master plan and wonderful purpose for all of His creation: reconciliation and new life. 
 
We get to use our specific gifts and passions in this plan of God because He invites us into 
His work—to make disciples of all people. This may seem daunting, but we are not without 
help! God’s purposes are carried out first and foremost by His sovereignty and by the work of 
Christ, but also by His choice of people and the assignments He has given to each of us. 
 
Paul tells us in his letter to the Corinthian church that each person has a role to play. Some do 
the planting, some do the watering, and God gives the growth! That means we have some 
pretty great partners in the work we’ve been given to serve others and, ultimately, God’s 
kingdom. 
 
When we understand that God’s purposes for this life aren’t just about us, we will be amazed 
at the incredible ways God can use us. 
John 6:38; 1 Corinthians 3:5 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• What unique gifts and personality traits do I possess that can bless other people? 

 
• In what ways can I begin to partner with God to use my gifts in His great purpose? 

 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
God, I love You and thank You for allowing me to be part of Your purpose for creation. Thank 
You for the specific gifts and unique personality I have to help and bless other people. Help 
me to willingly use these gifts well, not solely for my own gain but for Your kingdom. Thank 
You for partnering with me in the special assignments You’ve given to me. In Jesus’ name, 
amen. 

 
  



 

DAY 17 

SHAPED FOR SERVICE 

Before builders design a building, they first ask, “What will be its purpose? How will it be 
used?” The intended purpose of the building determines its structure and form. Ephesians 
2:10 says, “We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” 
 
You are God’s handcrafted work of art. You are not an assembly line product, mass produced 
without thought. From your unique thumbprint to the intricate design of your eyes, you are a 
custom-designed, one-of-a-kind, original masterpiece! You are unique! 
 
God didn’t put you on this planet just to take up space. You were shaped by your Heavenly 
Father with a purpose! You have abilities, interests, talents, gifts, life experiences, and a 
unique personality that can and should be used for God’s glory. And nobody else can be you! 
If you don’t use your unique gifts for God’s purposes, your gifts will be missed on this earth! 1 
Peter 4:10, puts it this way: 
 
“God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help each other, 
passing on to others God’s many kinds of blessings.” 
 
You are part of God’s story, just like all of the different people and stories you read about in the 
Bible. God has uniquely designed you with a purpose and a calling that fits you — your gifts, 
your talents, your passions, and your personality — which all fit perfectly into God’s amazing 
plan! 
 
Remember, when you use your time, your talents, or your gifts, and you do something for 
somebody else, God says it’s like you’re doing it for Him personally. Jesus said in Matthew 
25:40, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for Me.” 
 
Your greatest joy can be found in using your unique gifts and passions for God’s purpose! 
Matthew 25:35-40; 1 Peter 4:10-11 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• Have I ever experienced the joy of using my gifts and abilities to serve 

somebody else? 
 
• Have I found a place of service where my gifts can be strengthened and used to make a 

difference? 
 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
Lord, I’m amazed at the details of all of Your creation! I believe You designed me with a 
purpose. My entire life is in Your hands! Open my eyes to see the gifts and abilities You’ve 
given me, so I can walk out Your purpose for my life. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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DAY 18 

GOD REWARDS OUR UNIQUENESS 

Insignificance has its root in comparison. Due to the brokenness of humanity, we have the tendency 
to discount what God has given us and are driven to compare what we have with what others have 
— our gifts versus their gifts, our marriage versus their marriage. 
 
Insignificance slowly creeps in to how we view our service in the kingdom of God, and we find 
ourselves with feelings that foster an idle attitude toward what we have and what God has designed 
for our lives. 
 
Scripture shows us that God often hides His most significant plans in very insignificant places. He 
hid Moses in a basket to preserve his life, and he eventually became the deliverer of the Jews from 
Egyptian bondage. Elisha was found plowing a field before he replaced Elijah as a prophet. Jesus 
was hidden in a manger, and yet His contribution to God’s plan for all of mankind is the centerpiece 
of the gospel message. 
 
It’s important to understand that when we have feelings of insignificance around our service in 
God’s kingdom, God never views us or our service as insignificant. He has called and designed us to 
play our part. Giving in to these feelings has a hint of resistance to God’s plan for our lives. 
 
The single greatest skill we can learn in this life is to acknowledge God’s unique design for our lives 
and to accept the limits of our design. 
Matthew 6:1-4; Hebrews 6:10 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• What areas of my life do I tend to compare with others? 

 
• What are simple, practical ways I can acknowledge and appreciate my unique gifts and 

contribution to the kingdom of God? 
 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
Dear Father, help me to recognize, appreciate, and acknowledge my significance, so You may 
receive glory from my unique service in Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
  



 

DAY 19 
GENEROUS LIKE JESUS 

Jesus is remarkably generous. He’s so generous that He can’t seem to keep anything to 
Himself. Whatever His Father gives Him, He shares freely with His people. 
 
He gave up His power and glory in Heaven to become one of us. On earth, He was anointed with 
power that was beyond anything the world had ever seen, and yet, instead of using it for His own 
gain, He used it to liberate people. He even gave up His innocence before God to take our place on 
a cruel, rugged cross. 
 
He was taken so you could be free. He was condemned so you could be forgiven. He was cursed so 
you could be blessed. He was forsaken so you would never be alone. He died so you could have life. 
 
The breadth of His love is so great that He gives all He has for our sakes. As 2 Corinthians 8:9 says, 
“You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, so that by His poverty He could make you rich.” 
 
Isn’t He wonderful? Who has ever loved you like He loves you? Who has ever given for you like He 
has given for you? There is no one like Jesus, the author of life who gave Himself up to death so you 
could live forever with Him. 
 
As His followers, we, too, ought to be remarkably generous with our lives — people who use what 
God has given us to enrich the lives of others. Today, let’s reflect on how generous the Lord has 
been to us, and then let us go and live generously toward others. For Jesus Himself said in Matthew 
10:8, “Freely you have received, freely give. 
 
Philippians 2:3-11; 1 John 4:10-11; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• How has the Lord been generous to me? (Take a few moments to reflect on this and then 

thank Him for what He has done in your life.) 
 
• What can I do to be more generous toward God and others? 

 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
Father, thank You for what You’ve done in my life. I stand in awe of how good and generous You are. 
You know that I deserved the worst. I deserved punishment and wrath, now I get to experience the 
riches of Your grace. When I consider how You’ve treated me, I desire to treat others with that same 
generous spirit, so I can reflect who You are. Lead me today, I pray, and open my eyes to ways I 
can live with greater generosity. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 



 

26 
 

DAY 20 
GREATER IS HE 

1 John 4:4 says, “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” Perhaps you’re 
familiar with this verse, but let’s consider for a moment what this verse implies. Who is in you, and 
who is He greater than? The simple answer is, the One inside of you is the Holy Spirit, and the Holy 
Spirit is greater than the spirit of opposition that exists in the world. There is a spirit that exists in our 
world that is completely opposed to the message of Jesus. 

The good news for us is that Christ disarmed this enemy through His death and resurrection 
(Colossians 2:15). Not only has the enemy been disarmed, but according to Acts 1:8, “... you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses.” This transforming 
power is in part meant to equip you to go into the world and make disciples. As a follower of Jesus, 
you’re a witness to God’s kindness (Romans 2:4). 
 
As you journey through these 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting, and sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
heart, you will be able to express the hope that exists inside of you (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
When you step out and go, you can be confident the Holy Spirit is with you every step of the way. In 
fact, the Holy Spirit will even give you the words to say when you are asked to give an account for 
your faith (Luke 12:11–12). Remember today that the One inside of you is greater; therefore, go 
boldly with the message of Jesus and the hope that is inside of you! 
Romans 8:11; Romans 8:37; John 16:33 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• Who do I have influence with? 

 
• What can I do to better serve the people in my life? 

 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
Father, I thank You for the work You accomplished through Jesus. I ask You to equip me with 
everything I need to accomplish Your will in my life. I thank You that through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, I can go boldly with the message of Jesus. Greater is He who is in me than any spirit of 
opposition that exists in my world. It is through Jesus and the word of my testimony that I will 
overcome any such spirit. Therefore, I ask for opportunities to go and make a difference in other 
people’s lives. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
  



 

DAY 21 
CALLED AND COMMISSIONED 

“Our greatest hindrance to usefulness is slave-like fear.”—Matthew Henry 

We would all say we want to be used by God. Theologian Matthew Henry points out what’s holding 
most of us back from being used by God is fear. Maybe you are unaware God has called you to a 
higher purpose, or maybe you know what you’re called to do, but you’re afraid to step into that 
calling. If that’s you, you’re not alone! 
 
In 2 Timothy 1:6–7, the Apostle Paul tells Timothy to “fan into flame” the gift he has received. 
There’s a flame that exists within each of us that we must “fan” in order to see God’s ultimate 
purpose for our lives. This takes discipline. And it's why Paul followed up that verse with “For God 
has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity but of power, love, and self-discipline.” 
 
Timothy was a young pastor that apparently struggled with fear. Satan wants so badly to keep us 
from the work of the Lord that he uses fear as a tool to deter us from what God has called us to do. 
In 1 Corinthians 16, Paul again speaks of Timothy’s fear by telling the church of Corinth: “See to it 
that Timothy has nothing to fear while he is with you, for he is carrying on the work of the Lord.” 
 

What is the work of the Lord? In Matthew 28, Jesus tells his disciples, “Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations (or peoples)...” Jesus made it simple for those 11 disciples that day, and He 
has made it simple for you as well. You are called, commissioned, and commanded to make 
disciples of Christ. You may not be able to travel the whole world, but you can begin by influencing 
those in your world. Don’t let fear keep you from being used by God! 
Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 16:10; 2 Timothy 1:6-7; 2 Peter 1:10 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
• How am I currently working to influence people in my world? 

 
• What steps can I take to apply this calling in my day-to-day life? 

 
PRAYER TO PRAY 
Father, I ask for a spirit of power, love, and self-discipline as I follow You this year. Give me a heart 
for people, so I can fulfill the calling You have placed on my life. Help me to recognize my importance 
in the body of Christ and open my eyes to see who in my world I can impact this year. In Jesus’ name, 
amen. 
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DAY 22 

It’s day 22 and beyond! We encourage you to keep going! Don’t stop here. Continue the habit of 
putting God first in your life. Keep a consistent time with God. Here are a few recommended 
next steps. 
 
FIND A DAILY READING PLAN 
Download the YouVersion Bible app and find a daily reading plan that works for you. If you’re not 
sure where to start, we’ve provided a few great options to pick from. If you prefer a hard copy, local 
Christian bookstores have several great devotionals or one-year Bible plans that could work for you. 
 


